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HARTFORD MAYOR EDDIE PEREZ 
 TELLS SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

 HOW EMINENT DOMAIN BENEFITS CITIES 
  
(September 20, 2005)--- Hartford Mayor Eddie Perez testified today before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee on one of the biggest economic and governmental topics in recent 
memory:  Eminent Domain.  Mayor Perez says, “Eminent domain is a powerful, 
sparingly used economic development tool that helps cities create jobs, grow business 
and strengthen neighborhoods.”  Mayor Perez spoke on behalf of the National League of 
Cities.  Today’s hearings were carried live on C-SPAN.   
  
Mayor Perez says, “No Mayor or council I know would ever use eminent domain to 
undermine the integrity of or confidence in homeownership in their communities.  For 
urban America and communities of color in particular, homeownership is the ticket to the 
American Dream.  If congress were to pass cookie cutter legislation to hamstring state 
and local governments from using eminent domain, I believe that in some of our poorest 
communities we would have fewer people becoming homeowners.” 
  
The availability of eminent domain to the City of Hartford in the past has facilitated great 
economic and community growth.  Without it, projects such as Adriaen’s Landing (a 
$500 million mixed use development including a convention center, hotel, 
condominiums, and retail) and The Learning Corridor (a $120 million 16 acre complex of 
magnet schools developed by a non-profit developer in one of Hartford’s poorest 
neighborhoods) would not have been possible.  These projects have created thousands of 
construction and permanent jobs, attracted new businesses, increased home values, and 

http://www.c-span.org/


sparked millions of dollars in new private investment ranging from first time homebuyers 
to large financial services. 
  
Current and future projects like new magnet schools and the new Public Safety Complex 
are also part of the eminent domain discussion. 
  
Mayor Perez says, “The Kelo decision has justifiably stirred some debate but it has done 
nothing more than affirm the status quo.  I urge Congress to avoid taking any hasty action 
that would undermine the ability of state and local governments to thoroughly review this 
issue and craft local solutions.  The art of compromise is essential in going forward.” 
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